
March 16 through March 31, 2026

“You want oil to live above $60, but below $90. And don’t get me wrong, we’re still printing money at $90, but gas gets up over $3.50 a gallon, it 
starts to pinch. If it’s $100, every product in America has to readjust its price. $78 a barrel, that’s about perfect. It brings enough profit to keep 
exploring, but doesn’t sting as much at the pump, unless, or course, you’re in California” --Tommy Norton (Billy Bob Thornton), Landman

US Retail sales rose by a solid 3.7% year-over-year in February 2026 
according to the US Commerce Department, reflecting the strongest 
annual (Y-o-Y) gains the market has recorded since September 2025. 
In terms of monthly (M-o-M) change, retail sales increased 0.6% 
from January, with these gains demonstrating the greatest monthly 
increase since July 2025. These numbers were above most 
economist predictions, but they are likely going to reflect some major 
consumer shifts with the price of gasoline having risen over $1.00 
per gallon over the course of March. 

     Y-o-Y  M-o-M

Motor Vehicle & Parts Dealers     4.0%   1.2%

Furniture & Home Furnishings  -5.6%  -1.0%

Electronics & Appliances    4.7%   0.5%

Building Materials & Garden Supplies  3.8%     0.4%

Grocery Stores    -0.2%  -1.0%

Health & Personal Care    2.6%   2.3%

Gasoline Stations    -0.7%   0.9%

Clothing & Accessories Stores   7.2%   2.0%

Sporting Goods, Hobbies, Music, Books  11.3%   1.3%

General Merchandise     1.2%   0.0%

Department Stores    -5.4%   3.0%

Miscellaneous (Gift, Pet, Office, Niche) 10.2%   1.1%

Non-store Retailers (eCommerce)   7.5%   0.7%

Food Services & Drinking Places   5.2%   0.4%

The Sporting Goods, Hobbies, Musical Instruments and Book store 
category (yes that is how they lump ‘em together) was the big winner 
in February with 11.3% marking the strongest Y-o-Y performance for 
this category since February 2022! What exactly is going on here is 
unclear, but bookstores are back in growth mode and we’re just 
happy to see anyone still reading.  The Miscellaneous category 
(which includes a wide mix ranging from Gift shops, Pet stores, 
Office Supplies to Vape stores) also killed it in February with 10.2% 
y-o-y growth. 

Retail Sales Rise in February, Ahead of Gas  
Price Surge

Keep in mind those categories just outpaced eCommerce (7.5%) in 
terms of year-over-year growth, which we point out not to 
disparage eCommerce but to demonstrate that this once 
frighteningly disruptive category for physical retailers and their 
landlords is now mature with no more categories left to upend. 

Apparel had a strong showing in February (7.2%), as did 
Electronics/Appliances (4.7%), Building Materials/Garden (3.8%).  
Restaurants also performed solidly with 5.2% growth. 

But not all categories fared well.  Grocery stores (-0.2%) recorded 
negative growth for the first time since February 2024. It will be 
interesting to see how this category fares as consumers adapt to 
the current energy price shock. Historically, in the early phases of 
sudden spikes in gas prices, consumers focus on needs over 
wants. They also usually postpone large purchases at the front end 
of these crises. 

This could prove yet another challenge for the Furniture category, 
which recorded -5.6% sales growth in February. After Drug Stores, 
this is the category that has recorded the most store closures and 
bankruptcies the last two years. Unfortunately, things are likely to 
get worse before they get better for this category.

No one knows how long the conflict in Iran will last. Most oil 
industry analysts see the possibility of oil production returning to 
normal levels (and prices eventually retreating) within 3-4 months 
of the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz, if the conflict does not 
expand and destroy more critical oil infrastructure. World 
economies will likely bounce back quickly if the crisis is resolved 
within a couple of weeks. But most economists also see sharply 
elevated recession risks if the current situation is prolonged beyond 
a couple of months.  

Interestingly, next month’s total retail sales probably won’t show 
much of a drastic change. What will be drastic is the shift of 
spending towards gas stations and the shift away from other 
categories that will play out in the near-term.



Brown Book Top Five
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US Unemployment & Job Creation

US Job Creation (in thousands)

Unemployment Rate

The Big Picture (Economic News

US Unemployment Rate Feb. 2026:   4.4%
US Job Creation (P) Feb. 2026:    -92K  
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US Inflation Vs. Wage Growth

12 Month % Change, Consumer Price Index

12 Month % Change, Wage Growth

US Inflation Rate Feb. 2026:   2.4%
US Wage Growth  Feb. 2026:   3.7%

How the Iran war could start to impact U.S. retail prices
CNBC 3/13/26

Cracks Emerged in a Resilient US Economy Before Iran War Sent 
Gas Prices Rocketing
AP News 3/13/26

The Iran War & Surging Oil Prices Are Affecting Consumers. Here is 
How.
PBS 3/11/26

Fears of 1970s Style Stagflation Arise W/Oil Spike to $100. Threat?
CNBC 3/9/26

9% Percent of Full-Service Restaurants at Risk of Closing in 2026, 
Black Box Warns
FSR 3/03/26

$4 Gas Could be the Breaking Point for the Economy, Inflation
Barron’s 3/31/26

US Economic Forecast 2026-2030
Deloitte 3/27/26

Nearly Half of Full-Service Diners Cut Back visits, Study Finds
FSR 3/25/26

Easter spending expected to hit a new record
Chain Store Age 3/25/26

Oil Prices Could Reach Record Highs, Analysts Warn. Here’s What it 
Could Mean for the US Economy
CBS news 3/19/26

US Quarterly Economic Forecast: One Battle After Another
TD Economics 3/17/26

How a Drawn-Out Middle East War Could Drag on US Consumer 
Spending
Yahoo Finance 3/16/26

https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/13/iran-war-retail-prices.html
https://apnews.com/article/economy-gdp-consumer-spending-trump-government-shutdown-3172b6d0023717644c173cee94d44a79
https://apnews.com/article/economy-gdp-consumer-spending-trump-government-shutdown-3172b6d0023717644c173cee94d44a79
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/the-iran-war-and-surging-oil-prices-are-affecting-consumers-heres-how
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/the-iran-war-and-surging-oil-prices-are-affecting-consumers-heres-how
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/09/fears-of-1970s-style-stagflation-arise-with-oil-spike-to-100-how-big-a-threat-is-it.html
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nine-percent-of-full-service-restaurants-at-risk-of-closing-in-2026-black-box-warns/
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nine-percent-of-full-service-restaurants-at-risk-of-closing-in-2026-black-box-warns/
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nine-percent-of-full-service-restaurants-at-risk-of-closing-in-2026-black-box-warns/
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nine-percent-of-full-service-restaurants-at-risk-of-closing-in-2026-black-box-warns/
https://www.barrons.com/articles/gas-prices-4-economy-inflation-d1c2b5e2
https://www.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/topics/economy/us-economic-forecast/united-states-outlook-analysis.html
https://www.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/topics/economy/us-economic-forecast/united-states-outlook-analysis.html
https://www.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/topics/economy/us-economic-forecast/united-states-outlook-analysis.html
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nearly-half-of-full-service-diners-cut-back-visits-study-finds/
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nearly-half-of-full-service-diners-cut-back-visits-study-finds/
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nearly-half-of-full-service-diners-cut-back-visits-study-finds/
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-24?article=easter-spending-expected-hit-new-record
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/oil-prices-record-high-middle-east-conflict-inflation/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/oil-prices-record-high-middle-east-conflict-inflation/
https://economics.td.com/us-quarterly-economic-forecast
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/how-a-drawn-out-middle-east-war-could-drag-on-us-consumer-spending-133052142.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/how-a-drawn-out-middle-east-war-could-drag-on-us-consumer-spending-133052142.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/how-a-drawn-out-middle-east-war-could-drag-on-us-consumer-spending-133052142.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/how-a-drawn-out-middle-east-war-could-drag-on-us-consumer-spending-133052142.html


Consumer confidence inches up in February but worries over high 
cost persist
CSA 2/25/26
Trump’s Portrayal of ‘Golden Age’ is Out of Sync with how American 
Consumers See Economy
AP News 2/25/26
The fractured, fragile US consumer
Retail Dive 2/24/26
Dunnhumby Study Finds Shoppers Shifting to Mass Retailers & 
Dollar Stores
Shelby Report 2/18/26
Consumers Delay Big Ticket Home Purchases; Investing in Repairs 
and Upkeep Not New Stuff
Chain Store Age 2/18/26

The Consumer is Always Right,
Even When Dead Wrong
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University of Michigan Consumer Sentiment 
Survey

Mar. 2026 Reading:      55.3
Annual Change:    -6.5%
Monthly Change:    -5.8%

IPOs, Sales and M&A Madness  

US Consumer Confidence Rises, but Job Openings and Hiring 
Drops Sharply
Reuters 3/31/26

Survey: Nearly half of consumers use buy now, pay later options 
weekly
Chain Store Age 3/27/26

Survey: Consumers cutting back by eating at home more, buying 
private label brands
Chain Store Age 3/26/26

GLP-1 user are changing apparel trends
Retail Dive 3/25/26

Nearly Half of Full-Service Diners Cut Back visits, Study Finds
FSR 3/25/26

GLP-1 drugs are changing how Americans eat
CNBC 3/23/26

Consumers feeling better about finances but one-third spending 
less
Chain Store Age 3/23/26

Trump Touted Bigger Tax Refunds for Consumers but Higher Gas 
Prices Likely to Eat Them Up
PBS 3/22/26

Cadbury Eggs vs. Peeps: New Target data reveals top Easter 
candy trends
Drug Store News 3/20/26

Sporting goods spending declines as consumers pull back
Chain Store Age 3/19/26

US Consumer Health Update
Bain & Company 3/19/26

Iran War, Oil Price Surge Worsen K-Shaped Economy for 
Consumers, Say Economists
CNBC 3/17/26

Sysco to acquire Restaurant Depot for $29.1B
Restaurant Business 3/30/26

Yesway Files for IPO
Convenience Store News 3/30/26

KKR to buy Nothing Bundt Cakes for over $2B
QSR 3/26/26

Krispy Kreme sells most of its stake in U.S. joint venture for $90M
Restaurant Business 3/25/26

Harps adds 3 new banners with purchase of 18 stores from Dyer Foods
Supermarket News 3/20/26

Dandy Mini Marts acquires the 2 Aces & Eights General Stores
CSP 3/19/26

Shell to offload Jiffy to Monomoy Capital for $1.3 billion
Reuters 3/9/26

https://chainstoreage.com/consumer-confidence-inches-february-worries-over-high-costs-persist
https://chainstoreage.com/consumer-confidence-inches-february-worries-over-high-costs-persist
https://apnews.com/article/trump-economy-state-of-union-bfc3fd78f46eb5b4bd389c7763936211
https://apnews.com/article/trump-economy-state-of-union-bfc3fd78f46eb5b4bd389c7763936211
https://www.retaildive.com/news/us-retail-consumer-fractured-fragile-shopper-behavior/812247/
https://theshelbyreport.com/2026/02/18/dunnhumby-study-finds-shoppers-shifting-to-mass-retailers-dollar-stores/
https://theshelbyreport.com/2026/02/18/dunnhumby-study-finds-shoppers-shifting-to-mass-retailers-dollar-stores/
https://chainstoreage.com/study-consumers-delay-big-ticket-home-purchases-investing-repairs-upkeep
https://chainstoreage.com/study-consumers-delay-big-ticket-home-purchases-investing-repairs-upkeep
https://www.reuters.com/business/us-consumer-confidence-nudges-higher-march-2026-03-31/
https://www.reuters.com/business/us-consumer-confidence-nudges-higher-march-2026-03-31/
https://chainstoreage.com/survey-nearly-half-consumers-use-buy-now-pay-later-options-weekly
https://chainstoreage.com/survey-nearly-half-consumers-use-buy-now-pay-later-options-weekly
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-26?article=survey-consumers-cutting-back-eating-home-more-buying-private-label-brands
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-26?article=survey-consumers-cutting-back-eating-home-more-buying-private-label-brands
https://www.retaildive.com/news/retail-apparel-impact-glp-1-weight-loss-drugs/815662/
https://www.retaildive.com/news/retail-apparel-impact-glp-1-weight-loss-drugs/815662/
https://www.retaildive.com/news/retail-apparel-impact-glp-1-weight-loss-drugs/815662/
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nearly-half-of-full-service-diners-cut-back-visits-study-finds/
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nearly-half-of-full-service-diners-cut-back-visits-study-finds/
https://www.fsrmagazine.com/feature/nearly-half-of-full-service-diners-cut-back-visits-study-finds/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/21/glp-1-diets-restaurants-protein-fiber-weight-loss-drugs.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/21/glp-1-diets-restaurants-protein-fiber-weight-loss-drugs.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/21/glp-1-diets-restaurants-protein-fiber-weight-loss-drugs.html
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-23?article=consumers-feeling-better-about-finances-one-third-spending-less
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-23?article=consumers-feeling-better-about-finances-one-third-spending-less
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-23?article=consumers-feeling-better-about-finances-one-third-spending-less
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-23?article=consumers-feeling-better-about-finances-one-third-spending-less
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/trump-touted-bigger-tax-refunds-but-higher-gas-prices-are-likely-to-eat-them-up
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/trump-touted-bigger-tax-refunds-but-higher-gas-prices-are-likely-to-eat-them-up
https://drugstorenews.com/cadbury-eggs-vs-peeps-new-target-data-reveals-top-easter-candy-trends
https://drugstorenews.com/cadbury-eggs-vs-peeps-new-target-data-reveals-top-easter-candy-trends
https://chainstoreage.com/sporting-goods-spending-declines-consumers-pull-back
https://www.bain.com/insights/us-consumer-health-indexes/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/17/iran-war-oil-price-surge-worsen-k-shaped-economy-say-economists.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/17/iran-war-oil-price-surge-worsen-k-shaped-economy-say-economists.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/17/iran-war-oil-price-surge-worsen-k-shaped-economy-say-economists.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/17/iran-war-oil-price-surge-worsen-k-shaped-economy-say-economists.html
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/financing/sysco-acquire-restaurant-depot-291b
https://csnews.com/yesway-files-ipo
https://www.qsrmagazine.com/story/report-nothing-bundt-cakes-to-be-acquired-for-2-billion/
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/financing/krispy-kreme-sells-most-its-stake-us-joint-venture-90m
https://www.supermarketnews.com/mergers-acquisitions/harps-adds-three-new-banners-with-acquisition
https://www.cspdailynews.com/mergers-acquisitions/dandy-mini-marts-acquires-2-aces-eights-general-stores
https://www.reuters.com/business/shell-offload-jiffy-lube-premium-velocity-monomoy-capital-13-billion-2026-03-09/


Retailer Roundup
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US Retail Sales, All Categories

Seasonally Adjusted Sales, Monthly (Millions of Dollars)

% Year Over Year Change

% Monthly Change

Feb. 2025 Annual Change:  +3.7%
  Monthly Change:    0.6%

Wayfair Opens in Atlanta 
Atlanta News First 3/31/26

CVS to Open More Stores in 2026 than it Shuts in Retail 
Turnaround
Bloomberg 3/30/26

CVS to Open Pharmacy-Only Location in Chicago
Progressive Grocer 3/30/26

Floor & Décor to open 20 warehouse stores in 2026
Chain Store Age 3/26/26

Healthcare apparel retailer Kindthread opens debut store in Los 
Angeles
Chain Store Age 3/25/26

Vivobarefoot to open first U.S. store in NYC
Chain Store Age 3/25/26

Saks Global reverses course on three stores marked for closure
Chain Store Age 3/25/26

First of its Kind Autonomous Store to Open in Las Vegas
Chain Store Age 3/25/26

How Important is the Drive-Thru Lane to the Repurpose of Former 
Drugstore Buildings
Substack Jason Miller 3/24/26

WeWearAustralian to make U.S. debut in Soho
Chain Store Age 3/23/26

Babylist to open showroom in NYC
Modern Retail 3/23/26

Costco to open its first standalone gas stations in CA and HI
Chain Store Age 3/23/26

Family dollar to test a new, smaller format for urban locations 
later this year
CSP 3/23/26

Salomon’s U.S. Base Has Room for Growth
WWD 3/23/26

Meta Retail Expands with Fifth Avenue Flagship Store in NYC
CRE Daily 3/20/26

Five Below plans to open 150 new stores in 2026
Chain Store Age 3/19/26

Bob’s Discount Furniture Inc. targets 500-plus stores by 2035
Chain Store Age 3/18/26

Spanish store Mango opens store at Mall of America; plans store in 
CA
Chain Store Age 3/18/26

Citi Trends to open 25 stores in 2026 and targets 40 openings in 2027
Chain Store Age 3/17/26

Dollar Tree to open 400 stores in 2026
US Sun Age 3/17/26

https://www.atlantanewsfirst.com/2026/03/31/wayfair-store-opens-atlanta/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-30/cvs-to-open-more-stores-in-2026-than-it-shuts-in-retail-turnaround
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-30/cvs-to-open-more-stores-in-2026-than-it-shuts-in-retail-turnaround
https://progressivegrocer.com/cvs-open-pharmacy-only-location-chicagos-west-end
https://progressivegrocer.com/cvs-open-pharmacy-only-location-chicagos-west-end
https://progressivegrocer.com/cvs-open-pharmacy-only-location-chicagos-west-end
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-26?article=floor-decor-open-new-market
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-25?article=kindthread-opens-debut-store-los-angeles
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-25?article=kindthread-opens-debut-store-los-angeles
https://chainstoreage.com/natural-health-minimalist-footwear-brand-vivobarefoot-open-first-us-store
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-25?article=saks-global-reverses-course-three-stores-marked-closure
https://chainstoreage.com/first-its-kind-autonomous-store-open-las-vegas
https://jasonmiller15.substack.com/p/how-important-is-the-drive-thru-lane
https://jasonmiller15.substack.com/p/how-important-is-the-drive-thru-lane
https://jasonmiller15.substack.com/p/how-important-is-the-drive-thru-lane
https://jasonmiller15.substack.com/p/how-important-is-the-drive-thru-lane
https://chainstoreage.com/wewearaustralian-make-us-debut-soho
https://www.modernretail.co/operations/babylists-newest-arrival-is-a-new-york-showroom/
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-23?article=report-costco-open-its-first-standalone-gas-stations-these-states
https://www.cspdailynews.com/company-news/family-dollar-test-new-smaller-format-urban-locations-later-year
https://www.cspdailynews.com/company-news/family-dollar-test-new-smaller-format-urban-locations-later-year
https://wwd.com/footwear-news/shoe-industry-news/sneaker-salomon-store-base-running-hubs-us-market-1238685757/
https://www.credaily.com/sectors/retail/
https://chainstoreage.com/five-below-sales-earnings-surge-comps-jump-154-open-150-stores
https://chainstoreage.com/bobs-discount-furniture-targets-500-plus-stores-2035
https://chainstoreage.com/bobs-discount-furniture-targets-500-plus-stores-2035
https://chainstoreage.com/bobs-discount-furniture-targets-500-plus-stores-2035
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-18?article=mango-makes-midwest-splash-mall-america
https://chainstoreage.com/news-briefs/2026-03-18?article=mango-makes-midwest-splash-mall-america
https://chainstoreage.com/citi-trends-momentum-continues-ramping-store-expansion
https://www.the-sun.com/money/16096026/dollar-tree-expansion-open-new-stores/


Grocery Grind
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US Retail Sales, Grocery Stores

Seasonally Adjusted Sales, Monthly (Millions of Dollars)

% Year Over Year Change

% Monthly Change

Feb. 2025 Annual Change:  -0.2%
  Monthly Change:  -1.0%

Trader Joe’s Unveils Plans for 8 More Stores
Grocery Dive 3/31/26

Bristol Farms, the Disneyland of Food, Opening in Hollywood CA
SF Gate 3/31/26

Milestone for Aldi USA as Retailer Opens Portland ME Store and 
Goes Live in 40th US State
RTIH 3/30/26

The United Family Breaks Ground on New Store in Wolfforth TX
Shelby Report 3/30/26

Kroger to open 2 new stores in Ohio
Chain Store Age 3/27/26

Plum Market opens 2nd Florida Store; 2 more planned by 2027
Progressive Grocer 3/27/26

Report: More than 1/3 of shoppers who use AI use it to grocery 
shop
Progressive Grocer 3/27/26

H Mart Opens First East Bay Location in Dublin CA
Shelby Report 3/27/26

Food Lion Opens New Store in Simpsonville SC
Shelby Report 3/24/26

Harps Foods Moves Into New States With 18-Store Acquisition
Grocery Dive 3/18/26

Whole Foods to Open 43,000 SF Market in Los Gatos CA
Shelby Report 3/19/26

Fresh Market Opens New Store in Pittsburgh PA
Shelby Report 3/15/26

Meijer to open 3 stores in May, including grocery format
Chain Store Age 3/16/26

Locational sales data is the holy grail of 
retail real estate.  CENTERCHECK

https://www.grocerydive.com/news/trader-joes-store-growth-2026/816131/
https://www.sfgate.com/la/article/bristol-farms-history-22155619.php
https://retailtechinnovationhub.com/home/2026/3/29/milestone-for-aldi-usa-as-retailer-opens-portland-maine-store-and-goes-live-in-40th-us-state
https://retailtechinnovationhub.com/home/2026/3/29/milestone-for-aldi-usa-as-retailer-opens-portland-maine-store-and-goes-live-in-40th-us-state
https://retailtechinnovationhub.com/home/2026/3/29/milestone-for-aldi-usa-as-retailer-opens-portland-maine-store-and-goes-live-in-40th-us-state
https://retailtechinnovationhub.com/home/2026/3/29/milestone-for-aldi-usa-as-retailer-opens-portland-maine-store-and-goes-live-in-40th-us-state
https://theshelbyreport.com/2026/03/30/the-united-family-breaks-ground-on-new-united-supermarkets-location/
https://chainstoreage.com/kroger-reportedly-open-two-stores-invest-112-million-ohio
https://progressivegrocer.com/news-briefs/2026-03-27?article=plum-market-opens-2nd-florida-store
https://progressivegrocer.com/news-briefs/2026-03-27?article=plum-market-opens-2nd-florida-store
https://progressivegrocer.com/news-briefs/2026-03-27?article=plum-market-opens-2nd-florida-store
https://progressivegrocer.com/more-third-shoppers-who-use-ai-use-it-grocery-shop-report
https://progressivegrocer.com/more-third-shoppers-who-use-ai-use-it-grocery-shop-report
https://theshelbyreport.com/2026/03/27/h-mart-opens-first-east-bay-location-in-dublin-ca/
https://theshelbyreport.com/2026/03/24/food-lion-opens-new-store-in-simpsonville-sc/
https://www.grocerydive.com/news/harps-foods-regional-acquisition-18-store-deal/815016/
https://www.grocerydive.com/news/harps-foods-regional-acquisition-18-store-deal/815016/
https://www.grocerydive.com/news/harps-foods-regional-acquisition-18-store-deal/815016/
https://theshelbyreport.com/2026/03/19/whole-foods-to-open-43000-square-foot-market-in-los-gatos-ca/
https://theshelbyreport.com/2026/03/18/the-fresh-market-opens-new-store-in-pittsburgh-pa/
https://chainstoreage.com/meijer-opening-three-stores-may-including-grocery-format-heres-where
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcentercheck.com%2F%3Freferral%3Dbrown-book&data=05%7C02%7Cgbrown%40gallellire.com%7C0cd57a97e63a4829454f08de822c9d4e%7Cbe14d12c490f4c88ab4f514ffe74feaa%7C0%7C0%7C639091325301554282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W06MJPgdLk2U7bdhjyn8XuatsVNsdDmuJFWoyjl4zdk%3D&reserved=0


The Restaurant Review

-3.0%

-1.0%

1.0%

3.0%

5.0%

7.0%

80,000

100,000

120,000

US Retail Sales, Food Services & Drinking Places 
(Restaurants)

Seasonally Adjusted Sales, Monthly (Millions of Dollars)

% Year Over Year Change

% Monthly Change

Feb. 2025 Annual Change:  +5.2%
  Monthly Change:    0.4%

Peach Cobbler Factory Surpasses 130 Plus Units Nationwide
Restaurant News 3/20/26

Feng Cha plans to open 5 locations in Waco, Texas
QSR 3/18/26

Raising Cane to open 1000th location, 9 more planned for 2026
Restaurant Business 3/18/26

Potbelly plans to open 15 units in Texas
QSR 3/18/26

NYC’s Ludlow Coffee Supply to open 3rd Florida location
QSR 3/18/26

Lebanese fast-casual brand NAYA to Open 17 locations in 2026
QSR 3/18/26

The Red Chickz Accelerating Growth in AL, CT, and GA
QSR 3/17/26

Ocean Prime to open in Nashville; planning 10 more
FSR 3/17/26

Bagels & Co. Celebrates Two New Florida Openings
QSR 3/27/26

South Block Comes to Burke, Virginia
QSR 3/27/26

RNR Tire Express debuts multi-brand company with 1920’s 
inspired restaurant
Nations’s Restaurant News 3/27

Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken plans 6 new locations in SC
QSR 3/26/26

Fat Ronnie’s Burger Bar opens in NYC, plans Miami Beach
QSR 3/26/26

Dos Toros to Return to Chicago
QSR 3/26/26

Nobibi secures 8 new franchise agreements in California 
Restaurant News 3/26/26

Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken Plans 6 new locations in S. Carolina
QSR 3/26/26

Houston TX Hot Chicken to debut in Seattle
QSR 3/25/26

Joe & The Juice to Open 100 U.S. stores in Next 18 Months
QSR 3/24/26

Pancheros Mexican Grill Signs 3-Unit Midwest Deal
QSR 3/24/26

Bobby’s Burgers to Open in Holladay, Utah
QSR 3/23/26

MilkShake Factory to open 1st Massachusetts location
QSR 3/23/26

Harlem Shake to opens 1st Location in S. Carolina with plans to 
open additional 2 units in New York and 1 unit in Philadelphia in 
2026
QSR 3/20/26
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What’s Driving Malbon Golf’s Strategy?

Inside Retail 2/18/26

Amazon plans second big store in Chicago area

Chain Store Age 2/13/26

Aritzia sees potential for 180 to 200-plus U.S. stores

Chain Store Age 2/13/26

Anta plots first US flagship

Retail Dive 2/9/26

Guess Jeans Opens LA Flagship

Chain Store Age 2/6/25

Skims Adds to Footprint with Chicago Flagship

Chain Store Age 2/6/25

Fitiguesis BackAfterFoundersReclaimthe90s Brand

ModernRetail2/4/26

GoodwillPlans100 NewStoresfor2026

ModernRetail2/4/26

CardVaultbyTomBradyOpensSan FranciscoFlagship

InsideRetail2/3/26

AdidasOpensFirstUS SoccerOnlyStoreatAmericanDream

InsideRetail2/3/26

MonclerOpensFlagshipGrenobleStoreinAspen

InsideRetail2/2/26

North of the Border (Canadian Retail News)
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Jan. 2026 Annual Change:    1.5%
  Monthly Change:    1.1%
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Canadian Unemployment RateCanada Unemployment Rate Feb. 2026:  6.7%

Canadian GDP on the Rise in January, Retail Sector Up: Statistics 
Canada
Retail Insider 3/31/26

Haven Greens Growing Fast: Plans Major Expansion
Retail Insider 3/31/26

Nations Fresh Food to open 60,000 SF grocery store in Oakville, 
Ont.
Grocery Business Canada 3/30/26

Matcha House is Coming to First Canadian Place in Toronto
6IX Retail 3/30/26

Costco Opens 11th Business Centre in Winnipeg
Retail Insider 3/30/26

JD Sports Expands in Canada with Eaton Centre Flagship
Retail Insider 3/27/26

Jimmy John’s Announces More Expansion in Canada
QSR 3/27/26

Loblaw’s debuts new No Frills store format in Ontario
Progressive Grocer 3/27/26

FreshPro Foodmart opens new store in Mississauga, Ont.
Grocery Business Canada 3/25/26

Dollarama opens new stores across Canada
Grocery Business Canada 3/18/26

Splitsville Bowl Commits 30,000 SF to Shops at Pickering City 
Centre
6IX Retail 3/18/26

Galleria Supermarket to open largest store to date in Greater 
Toronto area
Grocery Business Canada 3/16/26

Shake Shak to open 1st Calgary Location with plans to open 
additional 35 in across Canada over time
Retail Insider 3/16/26
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https://www.grocerybusiness.ca/galleria-supermarket-to-open-largest-store-to-date-in-the-greater-toronto-area/
https://retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2026/03/shake-shack-to-open-first-calgary-location/
https://retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2026/03/shake-shack-to-open-first-calgary-location/
https://retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2026/03/shake-shack-to-open-first-calgary-location/
https://retail-insider.com/retail-insider/2026/03/shake-shack-to-open-first-calgary-location/


Contraction Faction (Bad News, 
Bankruptcies & Closures)

Applebee’s Confirms More Closures in 2026
MSN 3/31/26

Amy’s Drive Thru shutters final location
Nation’s Restaurant News 3/30/26

Homeland to close 4 stores, consolidate others
Grocery Dive 3/30/26

Zumiez to close 25 stores in 2026
The Street 3/29/26

53-Unit Applebee’s franchisee files for bankruptcy
Restaurant Dive 3/26/26 

Noodles & Company’s store closures are boosting the restaurants 
that remain
Restaurant Business 3/26/26

11-Unit Firehouse Subs Franchisee Files for Bankruptcy
QSR 3/26/26

Nordstrom to close 2 stores, Rack plans to add 23 new locations
Retail Dive 3/25/26

Grocery Outlet to close 36 stores
The Shelby Report 3/25/26

Torrid on track to close 30 stores by end of first half of 2026
Chain Store Age 3/20/26

These 6 restaurants chains will close hundreds of units this year
Restaurant Dive 3/19/26

Fat Brands could sell its assets
Restaurant Dive 3/17/26

Bankrupt FAT Brands Eyes Potential Sale
QSR 3/17/26

Saks Global accesses additional $300M in bankruptcy funding
Chain Store Age 3/16/26

Well, Isn’t That Convenient? (Convenience 
Store News

EG Group Quietly Shifts to Cumberland Farms Banner in the US
Convenience Store News 3/26/26

‘First-of-its-kind’ autonomous store to open in Las Vegas
Chain Store Age 3/25/26

A lot of fast-food customers are going to the convenience store 
instead
Restaurant Business 3/25/26

Lassus Bros. Oil Inc, is looking to sell 5 of its Ohio convenience stores
CSP 3/23/26

Couche-Tard on track to open 100 new stores by April 2026
CSP 3/18/26

  Got Tenants?

 Coming in April 2026!

  www.brownbook.us

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/applebee-s-confirms-more-closures-in-2026-as-new-concept-expands
https://www.nrn.com/fast-casual/amy-s-drive-thru-shutters-final-location
https://www.grocerydive.com/news/homeland-close-consolidate-stores/816042/
https://www.thestreet.com/retail/48-year-old-nostalgic-mall-retailer-to-close-25-stores-in-2026-zumiez
https://www.restaurantdive.com/news/applebees-franchisee-neighborhood-restaurant-partners-florida-chapter-11-bankruptcy/815721/
https://www.restaurantdive.com/news/applebees-franchisee-neighborhood-restaurant-partners-florida-chapter-11-bankruptcy/815721/
https://www.restaurantdive.com/news/applebees-franchisee-neighborhood-restaurant-partners-florida-chapter-11-bankruptcy/815721/
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/operations/noodles-companys-store-closures-boosting-restaurants-remain
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/operations/noodles-companys-store-closures-boosting-restaurants-remain
https://www.qsrmagazine.com/growth/fast-casual/11-unit-firehouse-subs-franchisee-files-for-bankruptcy/
https://www.qsrmagazine.com/growth/fast-casual/11-unit-firehouse-subs-franchisee-files-for-bankruptcy/
https://www.qsrmagazine.com/growth/fast-casual/11-unit-firehouse-subs-franchisee-files-for-bankruptcy/
https://www.retaildive.com/news/nordstrom-closes-two-full-line-stores-sales-growth/815712/
https://theshelbyreport.com/2026/03/25/store-closings-part-of-grocery-outlet-turnaround/
https://chainstoreage.com/torrid-close-30-stores-optimization-program-enters-final-phase
https://www.restaurantdive.com/news/wendys-papa-johns-pizza-hut-noodles-darden-closures-2026/815110/
https://www.restaurantdive.com/news/fat-brands-seeks-approval-sales-process-chapter-11/814840/
https://www.qsrmagazine.com/story/bankrupt-fat-brands-eyes-potential-sale/
https://chainstoreage.com/saks-global-accesses-additional-300m-bankruptcy-funding
https://csnews.com/eg-group-quietly-shifts-cumberland-farms-banner-us
https://chainstoreage.com/first-its-kind-autonomous-store-open-las-vegas
https://chainstoreage.com/first-its-kind-autonomous-store-open-las-vegas
https://chainstoreage.com/first-its-kind-autonomous-store-open-las-vegas
https://chainstoreage.com/first-its-kind-autonomous-store-open-las-vegas
https://chainstoreage.com/first-its-kind-autonomous-store-open-las-vegas
https://chainstoreage.com/first-its-kind-autonomous-store-open-las-vegas
https://chainstoreage.com/first-its-kind-autonomous-store-open-las-vegas
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/financing/lot-fast-food-customers-are-going-convenience-store-instead
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/financing/lot-fast-food-customers-are-going-convenience-store-instead
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/financing/lot-fast-food-customers-are-going-convenience-store-instead
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/financing/lot-fast-food-customers-are-going-convenience-store-instead
https://www.cspdailynews.com/company-news/lassus-bros-plans-ohio-exit
https://www.cspdailynews.com/company-news/couche-tard-nears-goal-100-new-stores-fiscal-year-end-approaches
https://www.cspdailynews.com/company-news/couche-tard-nears-goal-100-new-stores-fiscal-year-end-approaches
https://www.cspdailynews.com/company-news/couche-tard-nears-goal-100-new-stores-fiscal-year-end-approaches
http://www.brownbook.us/
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